
June 24, 2022            Vol. 122 No. 25

TORONTO — Development and Peace - Caritas Canada member Emily Briggson,
right, joins a protest outside the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada
convention June 13 in Toronto. Peru’s bishops are asking Canada’s government
and its vast mining industry to do something to protect Indigenous people and
poor farmers who often suffer when mines move into their neighbourhood.  Story
page 12. (Michael Swan photo)

QUISPAMSIS — Father Owen Burns (holding the monstrance), pastor of St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis, leads a procession
through the neighbourhood surrounding of St.  Mark’s in honour of the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ,
Sunday, June 19. Corpus Christi processions are held in honour of this feast day throughout the Diocese of Saint John and
the world. Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is
pictured with his hands near his right
knee in this photo shot. A delay in the
pope’s travel plans for South Sudan
and Congo because of his continuing
knee problems is not slowing down
the planning process for his apostolic
journey to Canada July 24 to 29. Story
page 2. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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New FreemanThe
Knee issues force African trip postponement,
no word on Canadian visit status
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A delay in Pope Francis’ travel plans for
South Sudan and Congo because of con-
tinuing problems with his knee is not slow-
ing down the planning process for his ap-
ostolic journey to Canada July 24 to 29.
Nor has uncertainty over Pope Francis’ fit-
ness for travel diminished the desire of In-
digenous people to see Francis on their lands
confronting a dark past.

“The MNC (Metis National Council)
hopes that the pope can rest and be well
enough to travel in time for his planned,
and long-awaited, trip to Canada,” said
MNC spokesperson Janna van de Sande in
an email. “The pope’s tour of our commu-
nities is deeply important for our survivors,
their families and citizens. Our survivors
have already waited too long to hear an
apology directly from the pope for the pain
and suffering that the Catholic Church in-
flicted.”

“We understand that he (Pope Francis)
has serious health concerns and remain
hopeful that his visit to Canada will con-
tinue as planned,” Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami
spokesperson Patricia D’Souza told The
Catholic Register in an email.

The Vatican press office announced June
10 the pope’s planned July 2-7 trip to South
Sudan and the Democratic Republic of
Congo had to be postponed to give Francis’
knee more time to heal.

Vatican press office director Matteo Bruni
did not mention the pope’s plans for
Canada, though the surprise postponement
of the Africa trip set off a flurry of specu-
lation about prospects for Canada.

That hasn’t stalled the planning process
for the pope’s visit later that month to
Canada where he is expected to apologize
for past wrongs of the Church upon Cana-

da’s Indigenous people.
“At this time, we continue to move for-

ward with our planning,” said Neil
MacCarthy, Canadian Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops communications lead on the trip.

The pope’s appearances in Canada will
be limited to provide opportunities for rest
for the 85-year-old pontiff.

“Great care is being taken to provide sig-
nificant periods of rest for the Holy Father,”
said Mr. MacCarthy. “And also to ensure
his participation at events is for a limited
period of time.”

Pope Francis will typically be present for
about an hour at any of the events sched-
uled for the five-day sojourn through Ed-
monton, Quebec City and Iqaluit.

“You’re talking about two hours (ish) of
public events daily,” said Mr. MacCarthy.
“But there is also travel, etc. that goes on
top of that.”

While an individual event might stretch
over two or three hours with music and
cultural presentations and public ceremo-
nies, the pope’s appearance within that
event would be limited, he said.

Nor are these public appearances the ex-
tent of Pope Francis’ commitments during
the trip.

“We anticipate private meetings as well,”
said Mr. MacCarthy.

Although Pope Francis has cancelled sev-
eral events since mid-January and has be-
gun using a wheelchair or a cane, the Vati-
can had continued to insist that he would
make the two trips in July.

Hope remains steadfast in Canada.
“We continue to pray for the health of

Pope Francis and that he will be able to join
us in Canada next month,” Mr. MacCarthy
said.

(With files from Cindy Wooden, CNS).§CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Directors
Arthur Smith / Chris McQuade

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — It was a blessed day on
the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ,
Sunday, June 19 as the forecasted rain held
off long enough for two Saint John churches
in to hold Corpus Christi processions in hon-
our of this feast day. The Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception (Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish) in Saint John, and St. Mark’s
Church (St. Mark’s Parish) in Quispamsis held
the public processions.

The procession involves exposing the
Eucharist in a monstrance and processing,
usually in the surrounding neighbourhood, as
a witness to the true presence of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament.

According to Catholic Culture, “Very early
(in the fourteenth century) the custom devel-
oped of carrying the Blessed Sacrament in a
splendid procession through the town after
the mass on Corpus Christi Day. This was
encouraged by the popes, some of whom
granted special indulgences to all participants.
The Council of Trent (1545-1563) solemnly
approved and recommended the procession
on Corpus Christi as a public profession of
the Catholic faith in the real presence of Christ
in the Holy Sacrament,” (www.catholic
culture.org/culture/liturgical year/activities/
view.cfm?id=1087).

“We have an opportunity today as we gather
for the Eucharist not only in the context of
the mass today but also following the mass
to witness to our faith in the real presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist, as we will have the
opportunity to process around the neighbour-
hood, the Cathedral block with the Blessed
Sacrament,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
of the Diocese of Saint John said.

“I feel like the Lord is really smiling down
on us because rain was in the forecast, but
the rain has been warded off for a few hours,
so we have the opportunity to do this together
today,” he said.

Many popes, throughout the ages, have pro-
moted Corpus Christi processions, including
Pope Benedict XVI, who said in a homily
given on May 22, 2008 at the Basilica of Saint
John Lateran, “The Corpus Christi proces-
sion teaches us that the Eucharist seeks to
free us from every kind of despondency and
discouragement, wants to raise us, so that
we can set out on the journey with the
strength God gives us through Jesus Christ
… The Eucharist is the Sacrament of the God
who does not leave us alone on the journey

Eucharistic procession held on the streets of Saint John
but stays at our side and shows us the way.
Indeed, it is not enough to move onwards,
one must also see where one is going! …God
created us free, but he did not leave us alone:
he made himself the “way” and came to walk
together with us so that in our freedom we
should also have the criterion we need to dis-
cern the right way and to take it.”

During his homily on June 19, Father Owen
Burns, pastor of St. Mark’s Parish and epis-
copal vicar for Evangelization and Parish Re-
newal for the diocese,, told the congregation
“at every mass, during the liturgy of the
Eucharist, on the altar, bread and wine are
changed — transubstantiated, into Jesus’ own
body, blood, soul and divinity. Although no
longer physically among us as he was with
the Apostles and first disciples, Jesus is truly
present to us, his divinity and his humanity.
As those who were in his presence as he per-
formed miracles and taught, as they were
healed, cured, converted and experienced

God’s revelation to them, we are invited to
experience the same. The apostles spent three
years in his presence, we have been given a
lifetime. They became saints, imagine what
could happen with us.”

Bishop Riesbeck told the faithful, “it’s in the
Eucharist at every mass that we are most inti-
mately united with Jesus, our God, this side of
eternity. As we unite ourselves to Jesus and to
one another in love through Holy Communion,
we become transformed just like the bread and
wine are changed into the body and blood of
Jesus. The Eucharist is a pledge of future glory
because it fills us with every grace and Heavenly
blessing. It fortifies us for our pilgrimage in this
life, and makes us long for eternal life. We need
this nourishment so that we can remain in Je-
sus, and he in us.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

  Eucharistic Adoration takes place in all regions of the Diocese of Saint John
Fredericton Region

St. John Evangelist Church, Johnville:  Monday   9:30 am   adoration and mass
St. Joseph’s Church, Bath: Wednesday 9:30 am Adoration and mass
St. Leo’s Chapel, Florenceville: Every first Friday of the month Adoration/Devotion 12 Noon - 1 pm
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Fredericton: Every Saturday from 12:45 - 1:45 pm
St. Patrick’s Church, Stanley: Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
St. Theresa’s Church, Fredericton: Thursdays at 11:30 am followed by Mass at 12:00 pm
St. Anthony’s Church, Fredericton, : Fridays at 9:30 am followed by Mass at 10:00 pm
St. Charbel’s Church, Fredericton: Every Thursday of the month from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln: Every Wednesday from 8 am - 9 am
St. John Paul II Parish:  1st Friday of every month from 7-8 pm, rotated between the three churches: July,

St. Bridget’s, Gagetown; August, St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto; September, St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln;
St. Vincent De Paul Church, Oromocto: Every Friday from 8 am until 9 am except the first Friday of the

month
Ste.-Anne-des-Pays-Bas, Fredericton: Sundays 2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
St. Thomas University Chapel, Fredericton: Tuesdays from 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Miramichi Region
Our Lady of Hope Parish/Paroisse Notre-Dame-de-l’Espérance, Miramichi: Every Friday morning

before mass 7:30 am to 8:50 am
St. Mary’s Church, Miramichi: Weekdays from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
St. Samuel’s, Miramichi: Thursdays at 5:30 pm
Sts. Peter & Paul, Bartibog Bridge: Fridays at 8:30 am
St. Michael’s Basilica, Miramichi: first Friday evenings following the 6:30 pm mass; every Sunday at

3:00 pm
St. Andrew’s Church, Miramichi: every Tuesday evening following the 6:30 pm mass

Saint John Region
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John: Monday-Friday adoration for one hour following the

12:10 pm mass, first Saturday of the month 8:30 am-9:30 am.
St. Mark’s Church, Quispamsis: Wednesdays from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Paroisse St. François de Sales, Saint John: Friday from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Stella Maris Church, Black’s Harbour: Saturday at 9:00 am, with 20-decade rosary followed by mass at

10:00 am
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Eucharist real presence
— Jesus the Christ among us

Over the past two years we have made many sacrifices in response
to the pandemic of COVID-19. Among other things, we have ac-
cepted to isolate ourselves from one another, wear masks that make it
hard to recognize even our close friends and done our best to self-
distance from one another. These sacrifices have been made, not
only to protect ourselves from the virus, but also to protect those
around us. It is ironic that we have put distance between us and
others for the sake of others.

Throughout the pandemic, we been forced to limit our most char-
acteristic gathering — Eucharist. For periods during the last two years,
our gathering at the table has been virtual. Streaming of our Sunday
Eucharist has led to a virtual experience for many. In some places this
has been augmented by drive-through communion. This has been a
reasonable response to the threat of the virus. But it is not the full
Eucharistic experience.

The full Eucharistic experience is one of presence, in several ways.
At the table, we celebrate the real presence of Jesus the Christ and the
Paschal Mystery of his life, death and resurrection continuing among
us as a community of disciples. In him and through him we recognize
God’s saving presence ever among us.

The table of the Eucharist is found in the presence of a gathered
community and is an expression of the broader sacramental charac-
ter of the faith community, the Church. In our tradition, the commu-
nity initiates its members through three sacraments of initiation: Bap-
tism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Eucharist is the final step in our
being part of the Christian community. It is celebrated repeatedly,
affording us the opportunity to recognize who we are and who we
are becoming — disciples of Jesus the Christ, called to live his mes-
sage and mission.

The Catholic Christian tradition is strongly human in its expression.
This is particularly apparent in what we have come to know as our
sacraments. These are not dis-embodied symbols or rituals, but hu-
man expressions of faith. This gives to our faith a quality that is
referred to as “sacramentality”. Our faith needs human presence to

come alive. The sacraments provide
this. Through them we experience
Jesus the Christ among us as the sign
of God’s constant loving presence.
This is especially present at our Eu-
charistic table — when the community gathers.

As helpful as our streamed Masses and drive-through opportunities
to receive communion were in the midst of the pandemic, they do not
represent the full real presence in the Eucharist that is at the centre of
our celebrations of faith. Eucharist needs real people, in a real place
and time in order to make the faith statement of real presence —
Jesus the Christ is among us and active in all we do.

In Luke’s Gospel (9:11-17) we hear the story of Jesus feeding the
5000 with five loaves and two fish. No matter how, it is a wonder.
Some would read this story literally, and in this way sees Jesus using
power to multiply a little available food so that there was enough to
feed multitude. Others might read it differently. Perhaps it is a story
with even greater meaning.

The story can be seen as what Jesus is able to draw from people.
Humanly, when we lack or have little, we often turn inward to protect
our own resources, whether that be food or time or energy or what-
ever. But not always, often we make sacrifices reaching out to oth-
ers, responding to need. Then, Luke’s story becomes Eucharistic,
we become the Eucharistic community we are called to be.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Discarding elderly a 'betrayal' of humanity, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — People have a responsibility to care for the
elderly and cherish their wisdom rather than regard them as a
burden on society, Pope Francis said.

Instead of learning from older generations, those who ascribe
to the throwaway culture prevalent in today's world seek to "erase
the elderly," the pope said June 15 at his weekly general audience
in St. Peter’s Square.

"This is a betrayal of one's humanity, this is the ugliest thing,
this is selecting life according to one's usefulness, according to
one's youth and not with life as it is, with the wisdom of the
elderly, with the limitations of the elderly," the 85-year-old pope
said.

"Elderly people have so much to give us because there is the
wisdom of life," he said. "They have so much to teach us. That is
why we must also teach children to look after their grandparents
and to go to their grandparents" for guidance.

The pope continued his series of talks about old age and re-

flected on the Gospel account of Jesus' healing of St. Peter's
mother-in-law. While the reading did not say if her illness was
mild, the pope noted that "in old age, even a simple fever can be
dangerous."

"When you are old, you are no longer in control of your body,"
the pope said. "As old people, we cannot do what we did when we
were young. The body has a different rhythm, and we must listen
to the body and accept its limitations. We all have them. Even I
must walk with a cane now."

For the elderly, he explained, illness can seem "to hasten death
and diminish that time we have to live, which we already consider
short." However, Jesus' visit to Peter's mother-in-law, "together
with the disciples," is a reminder that Christians have a responsi-
bility to care for the elderly in those moments of trial and suffer-
ing.

"Jesus, when he sees the sick elderly woman, takes her by the
hand and heals her by putting her back on her feet. Jesus, with
this tender gesture of love, gives the first lesson to the disciples:
salvation is announced or, better, communicated through the

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Suicide and our misunderstandings
Margaret Atwood once wrote that sometimes a thing needs to be

said, and said, said again, until it doesn’t need to be said anymore.
That’s why I write a column annually on suicide, mostly saying the
same things over and over again. The hope is that, like a note put into
a bottle and floated out to sea, my little message might find some-
one needing consolation after losing a loved one to suicide.

What’s needs to be said, and said again, about suicide? Four
things.

First, that it’s a disease and perhaps the most misunderstood of
all diseases. We tend to think that if a death is self-inflicted, it is
voluntary in a way that death through physical illness or accident
is not. For most suicides, this isn’t true. A person who dies by
suicide dies, as does the victim of a terminal illness or fatal acci-
dent, not by his or her own choice. When people die from heart
attacks, strokes, cancer, AIDS, and accidents, they die against
their will. The same is true for suicide, except that in the case of
suicide the breakdown is emotional rather than physical — an
emotional stroke, an emotional cancer, a breakdown of the emo-
tional immune system, an emotional fatality.

This is not an analogy. There are different kinds of heart at-
tacks, strokes, cancers, breakdowns of the immune system, and
fatal accidents. However, they all have the same effect; they all
take someone out of this life against his or her own will. No one
who dies through suicide actually wants to die. He or she only
wants to end a pain that can no longer be endured, akin to some-
one jumping to his death out of a burning building because his
clothes are on fire.

Second, we should not worry unduly about the eternal salvation
of a suicide victim, believing (as we used to) that suicide is the
ultimate act of despair and something God will not forgive. God is
infinitely more understanding than we are and God’s hands are
infinitely safer and gentler than our own. Imagine a loving mother
having just given birth, welcoming her child onto her breast for
the first time. That, I believe, is the best image we have to picture
how a suicide victim (most often an overly sensitive soul) is re-

ceived into the next life. God is infinitely
understanding, loving, and gentle. We
need not worry about the fate of any-
one, no matter the cause of death, who
exits this world honest, oversensitive, gentle, over-wrought, and
emotionally crushed. God has a special love for the broken and
the crushed.

Knowing all of this however, doesn’t necessarily take away our
pain (and anger) at losing someone to suicide; but faith and under-
standing aren’t meant to take our pain away but rather to give us
hope, vision, and support as we walk within our pain.

Third, we should not torture ourselves with second-guessing
when we lose a loved one to suicide: “What might I have done?
Where did I let this person down? If only I had been there? What
if …?” It can be natural to be haunted with the thought, “if only
I’d been there at the right time.” Rarely would this have made a
difference. Indeed, most of the time, we weren’t there for the
exact reason that the person who fell victim to this disease did not
want us to be there. He or she picked the moment, the spot, and
the means precisely so that we wouldn’t be there. Perhaps it’s
more accurate to say that suicide is a disease that picks its victim
precisely in such a way so as to exclude others and their attentive-
ness. This is not an excuse for insensitivity, especially towards
those suffering from dangerous depression, but it should be a
healthy check against false guilt and fruitless second-guessing.

We’re human beings, not God. People die of illness and acci-
dents all the time and sometimes all the love and attentiveness in
the world cannot prevent a loved one from dying. Love, for all its
power, is sometimes powerless before a terminal illness.

Fourth, when we lose a loved one to suicide, one of our tasks is
to work at redeeming that person’s memory, namely, to put that
person’s life into a perspective wherein his or her memory is not
forever tainted because it is viewed through the prism of suicide.

A proper human and faith response to suicide should not be
horror, fear for the victim’s eternal salvation, guilty second-guess-
ing about how we failed this person, and a hushed, guarded tone
forever afterwards when we speak of him or her. Suicide is in-
deed a horrible way to die, but we must understand it (at least in
most cases) as a sickness, a disease, an illness, a tragic break-
down within the emotional immune system. Most of all, we must
trust God, God’s goodness, God’s understanding, God’s power
to descend into hell, and God’s power to make all things right,
even death by suicide.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 4)
attention to that sick person," he said.

Departing from his prepared remarks, the pope said that the
care of the elderly is "fundamental" for society, for the church
and especially for future generations.

"Where there is no dialogue between young and old, there is
something missing and a generation grows up without a past, that
is, without its roots," he said.

Pope Francis reminded Christians that the "spirit of intercession
and service" taught by Jesus is meant to be followed by all and
should not be relegated only to women. Nevertheless, "this does
not detract from the fact that women, in the gratitude and tender-
ness of faith, can teach men things they find more difficult to
understand."

He also urged Christians to bridge the gap between older and
younger generations so that the elderly may pass on the "memory
of life, the experience of life, the wisdom of life."

"In the measure that we can help young people and old people
connect, there will be more hope for the future of our society," the
pope said.§

Discarding elderly a betrayal
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — A stone monument stands near the St. Michael’s
Museum in Miramichi, close to St. Michael’s Basilica, and overlook-
ing the graveyard. It was erected over thirty years ago, to commemo-
rate the actions of a faith community whose church had already, by
that time, been dismantled.  

The church was dedicated to St. Columkille, also known as St.
Columba,  who was born at Garten, in County Donegal, Ireland in
December 521, and was of royal descent, belonging to the Clan
O’Donnell. 

While at the monastic school of Movilla, under St. Finnian, he is
said, by way of his prayers, to have converted water into wine for the
mass.

Having completed his training, Columba entered the monastery of
Clonard, and became one of the Twelve Apostles of Ireland.

He passed over into Scotland in 563, in his 44th year, landing at
Iona on the eve of Pentecost, May 12th, where he and his compan-
ions proceeded to build a monastery, complete with church, refec-
tory, and cells.

After some years there, Columba began the great work for which
he would be remembered, the conversion of the Northern Picts. 

He devoted much of the rest of his life to preaching the Christian
Faith to the inhabitants of Northern Scotland. He is said to have never
spent an hour without study, or prayer.

The church itself was built in Wellfield (also spelled Weldfield in
some places), located about 10 kilometres to the south-southeast of
Miramichi.

In 1866, the settlement was a farming community, with approxi-
mately 11 families resident.

By 1917 however, the population had grown enough to support a

MIRAMICHI — This photo, from J.K.R. Walls, appeared in a
November 1989 edition of The New Freeman, and shows the
dedication of the stone.  Present at the dedication were Paddy
Quinn, Father Bernard Broderick, Mary Dignam , a former
parishioner, and Father Leon Creamer. 

Stone monument honours dismantled church

church, as well as a  post office, which remained in the community
until 1958.

Changing times, and a shift in population, meant that the church
was no longer in use by 1986 and was dismantled.

In 1989 the monument was placed at St. Michael’s, dedicated to
the faithful of St. Columkille’s church. The stone of the monument
was taken from the Dignam Farm, adjacent to the former church
site.  

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

‘Three times an invitation from the crucifix to repair the church’
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — During his homily on June 19, 2022, the Solem-
nity of the Body and Blood of Christ, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC,
of the Diocese of Saint John, began by reflecting on St. Francis of

Assisi, whose image of the crucified Christ is depicted on the pectoral
cross worn by the bishop.

“His conversion occurred when he walked into the church of San
Damiano in Assisi [Italy] and heard three times the invitation from the
crucifix to repair the church, which was falling into ruins,” Bishop
Riesbeck said.

“I felt a bit like Francis when I first arrived in December 2019. The
Cathedral was in disrepair, with scaffolding throughout, and in a great
need for ceiling, tower, masonry and window repairs.”

Having entrusted the Cathedral Restoration to Our Lady, Bishop
Riesbeck said, “we need to pay the bills for the ceiling, and look with
hope to the next phases.”

Following in the footsteps of St. Francis who “took it upon himself
to rebuild that church of San Damiano brick by brick,” Bishop
Riesbeck also noted that the Lord had a much bigger calling for St.
Francis, just as he has for this diocesan church.

“It was the whole Church that God wanted repaired and renewed/
revitalized,” the bishop said. “[St. Francis] rebuilt the Church by wit-
nessing to the truth of the faith and calling people to renewed faithful-
ness to Christ and commitment to Christ’s mission.”

Noting the beauty of the Cathedral, now in full view once again as
the scaffolding has been removed and the floors have been waxed to

(continued on page 7)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John shows his pectoral cross, which depicts an image
of the crucifixion by St. Francis, whom the Lord asked to rebuild
this church during his homily Sunday, June 19, the Solemnity
of the Body and Blood of Christ. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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(continued from page 6)
 a gleaming shine, Bishop Riesbeck continued, “There’s plenty more
work to be done. It’s worth it not just for its heritage value…but even
more so, it’s worth the time and investment in restoring [the Cathe-
dral] because of the important missionary outreach and spiritual revi-
talization it provides in an area of the diocese that desperately needs a
Catholic Christian presence…I’m not interested in pouring money
into it so we can turn it into a museum. We are not just restoring a
building, but restoring hearts and souls to Jesus.”

Bishop Riesbeck said that the Cathedral, “is a place where we can
encounter and re-encounter Jesus, fall in love with him become his
disciples and grow in discipleship, grow in our relationship with him,
be fed, be nourished physically and spiritually, and be equipped for
the mission to be apostles, to go and make disciples of others. We
evangelize, we disciple and commission people for the mission.”

One such outreach was a Eucharistic Procession which took place
immediately following this mass around the Cathedral block, to wit-
ness to the true presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.

The procession included songs of praise and concluded with the

Three times an invitation to repair the church

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

GAGETOWN — In April of 2022, former lieutenant governor of
New Brunswick, Graydon Nicholas, who serves on the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishop’s [CCCB] Standing Committee for
Family and Life, contacted the Diocese of Saint John with a special
request. He said that the committee was looking for faith-filled fami-
lies representing each region of the country to lead a decade of the
rosary on June 19, 2022, to promote the upcoming World Meeting of
Families (WMF) in Rome.

The Diocese of Saint John began hosting a virtual diocesan rosary
during the pandemic, as a way for faithful in all regions to remain
connected in prayer during the lockdown.

Led by Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the diocese, and sup-
ported by priests throughout diocese, it became a weekly moment of
prayer and community.

 Mr. Nicholas and his wife Beth, participated weekly, leading a dec-
ade in Maliseet, so he advised the CCCB committee that he might
know the perfect family to represent the East Coast of Canada from
the country’s only officially bilingual province.

That family was the Conway family from Saint John Paul II Parish
(St. Bridget’s Mission in Gagetown), who graciously accepted the
invitation to be a part of this national initiative.

They joined families from coast-to-coast in leading meditations and
the prayers of the rosary, as well as bishops from across the country
including Archbishop Gerard Pettipas of Grouard-McLennan in Alberta;
Bishop Douglas Crosby of the Diocese of Hamilton, Ontario, and Mgr.
Christian Rodembourg, of the Diocèse de Saint Hyacinthe, Québec.

“Pope Francis has invited the whole church to celebrate a whole
year for the family, which will close with the tenth World Meeting of
families, which takes place this upcoming week in Rome, from the
22-26 of June,” Michelle Dabrowski, director of the Office for Fam-
ily and Life with the CCCB, said. [The Year of the Family began on
March 19, 2021 and will conclude on June 26, 2022.]

“There will be some small Canadian delegations that will go to Rome
to celebrate this occasion, but Pope Francis has asked the whole

New Brunswick family participates in Nataional Rosary Day

world — local dioceses, parishes and families — to celebrate in their
own local places. Meeting together is something that is a national and
a local initiative.”

Special meditations of the rosary for families were recently pub-
lished by the Vatican and used for this initiative.

To view the CCCB’s National Rosary for the Family and Life, visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8pjBZCYSTmA.  For more in-
formation on the 10th annual World Meeting of Families, visit https://
www.romefamily2022.com/en/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

GAGETOWN — The Conway Family of Saint John Paul II Parish
in Gagetown, lead a decade of the rosary on June 19, 2022, in
English and French as part of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishop’s national rosary for the family,  to promote
the World Meeting of Families, June 22-26 in Rome. (L to r)
Fallyn, Rayleen and Gavin Conway. (Screen shot)

Divine Praises and benediction inside the church. It was open to any-
one in the neighbourhood who wanted to join in along the way.

Another outreach event at the Cathedral is planned for this Friday,
June 24 (rain date June 26), a free community barbecue to serve the
needy and marginalized in the area, beginning with mass at 5:00 pm,
to pray for priests on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, with the
barbecue beginning at 5:30 pm. The doors of the church being open
for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, prayer and worship between
6 and 8 pm. During this time funds are also being collected to support
the victims of two recent attacks on Nigerian churches.

“Let’s give God permission to pour out more of his life in us, to
renew and refresh us,” Bishop Riesbeck concluded. “Let’s come to
the Lord now to be fed, to be restored…we need God’s grace and
strength for the challenging journey of life; if we did not need it, he
would never have come to offer it to us. There is no better place than
the Eucharist to obtain the graces we need for our journey.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. June 24, 2022Page 8

Trafficking numbers down but challenge
is accessing true figures
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Human trafficking incidents reported by
Canadian police declined from 546 in 2019 to
515 in 2020, according to Statistics Canada,
but advocates for victims are under no illu-
sion that the numbers are dwindling.

Julia Drydyk, executive director of The Ca-
nadian Centre To End Human Trafficking, told
The Catholic Register that “less than 10 per cent
of people who have experienced trafficking” who
call its Canadian Human Trafficking Hotline “want
to speak to law enforcement.”

“Part of the reason is they worry that no
one is going to believe them,” said Ms.
Drydyk. “They may have had previously
negative experiences with law enforcement.
And also, realistically, we have seen very low
conviction rates. ... (T)hey don’t believe that
law enforcement will help them.”

The Trafficking in Persons in 2020 report,
co-written by Shana Conroy and Danielle
Sutton of the Canadian Centre for Justice and
Community Safety Statistics and released
June 9, notes the myriad of challenges pre-
venting experts from uncovering the true
scope of human trafficking in Canada.

Isolation from the public, language barri-
ers, a lack of health care, inadequate law en-
forcement training, victims’ fear and shame,
a desire to protect their trafficker and distrust

of authorities are among the reasons why so
many fall through the cracks.

Ms. Conroy and Ms. Sutton also note that
the pandemic may have skewed numbers,
“wherein this type of crime might have been
less likely to occur and also more likely to go
undetected when it did occur.” Police-reported
human trafficking had been on the rise stead-
ily from 2010 to 2017, with a decline in 2018
before peaking in 2019.

“With widespread lockdown measures and
restrictions, not only would there have been
fewer venues open to facilitate human traf-
ficking,” but potential victims would have
been easier to hold without detection,” they
wrote.

Ms. Drydyk and her team, however, don’t
believe human trafficking was slowed by
COVID-19.

“We have only seen the number of people
calling the hotline increasing since the onset
of the pandemic,” said Ms. Drydyk. “How-
ever, we don’t know if that is because the
prevalence of human trafficking is increasing
overall, or if more people are becoming aware
and educated about the issue.”

Ontario and Nova Scotia reported higher
rates of trafficking than the national average.
Ontario accounted for 336 of the 515 detected
cases. Nova Scotia, with 61, had the second
most incidents in 2020. Most cases reported
by police occurred in urban areas.§

Heeding red flags to combat trafficking
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

VANCOUVER — When Sister Nancy
Brown began serving as pastoral counsellor
at Covenant House Vancouver in 1998, her
eyes were opened to the sex-trafficking cri-
sis happening right under the nose of every-
day Canadians.

Involved in legal advocacy work today, she
says to end this scourge, people need to be-
come more aware of the signs.

Working with vulnerable youth, Sr. Brown
has met many who had been lured into the
sex trade. She tells the story of one young
woman in particular whose family had sold
her into pornography when she was a child,
later prostitution and sex trafficking across
Canada and the U.S. The woman, Jessa Dillow
Crisp, ended up at Covenant House. A chance
encounter with an alert stranger at a hotel in
the U.S. provided the path that would lead to
her escape.

“A woman in the hotel noticed her and ob-
viously was very knowledgeable of traffick-
ing and recognized some of the signs and
slipped her a piece of paper with a phone
number and said, ‘If you need help call me,’
” said Sr. Brown, who earned the Order of
British Columbia for her work with young
people at risk for trafficking and sexploitation.

“That girl took the piece of paper, hid it in
her shoe, went back to Toronto and a couple
of months later made the phone call. This
woman happened to be in charge of a shelter
in the United States and got this girl out of
Toronto into this shelter. Today (Dillow
Crisp) is now working on her PhD and started
an agency to help trafficked persons and is
doing marvellous work.”

Dillow Crisp’s story is not typical. Accord-
ing to the recent documentary Surviving Sex
Trafficking, just one per cent of those vic-
timized escape. Worse, many parents, teach-
ers and community members have no idea
children around them could be at risk.

Being able to identify red flags may em-
power people in the public to alert authorities
or identify when youth in their circle are vul-
nerable. Working in a shelter, the woman who
helped Dillow Crisp escape her life in the sex
trade was likely at heightened awareness for
warning signs.

“She probably noticed some nervousness,
and some awkwardness,” said Sr. Brown. “It
was in a hotel so she might have noticed her
with different men and picked up on the un-
comfortableness. She probably noticed the

man was controlling.”
Most of the luring takes place via the

Internet with the vast majority of victims be-
ing female. Statistics Canada numbers reveal
96 per cent of victims are women and girls,
while more than 80 per cent of traffickers
are young men.

Julie Neubauer, manager of anti-human traf-
ficking services at Covenant House Toronto,
says while there are many scenarios where
women and girls are lured into trafficking,
the “Romeo boyfriend” hook remains pre-
dominant. As people who are isolated look to
reach out and connect, traffickers prey on
their vulnerabilities. Recognizing the signs of
insecurity in young women, they are able to
develop a trauma-bonded relationship — emo-
tional bonds that form from a recurring pat-
tern of abuse perpetuated by intermittent re-
inforcement through rewards and punish-
ments. Once this toxic connection has been
built, the women are coerced by the “boy-

friends” into the sex trade.
“The (victim) feels like they are walking on

eggshells at risk of jeopardizing the relation-
ship and would do anything to keep that indi-
vidual happy,” said Ms. Neubauer. “That’s a
tactic the traffickers are using to keep them
emotionally fragile and then will reward (the
girls) by taking them shopping, being intimate
with them physically or praising them. They
do this over and over to instill and develop the
psychological trauma bond. It makes it diffi-
cult if the (victim) is able to leave at some
point in the future to go to the police and give
testimony against (the perpetrator) because
(the victim) feels they are betraying that indi-
vidual.”

With funding from Ontario’s Ministry of
Community and Social Services, Covenant
House Toronto has added an enhancing out-
comes program to serve young people be-
tween the ages of 14 and 17 to address

(continued on page 10)
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — In the 19th century, the questions arising about
the societal effect of alcohol caused many to look towards the virtue
of temperance, defined by moderation or voluntary self-restraint.  In
New Brunswick, in the 1840s, the Church played a role in encourag-
ing individuals to voluntarily refrain from alcohol consumption, through
the work of the Total Abstinence Society.

This movement had its origins in Ireland, as part of the work of
Capuchin priest Father Theobald Mathew.

Fr. Mathew’s name became synonymous with temperance in Ire-
land, due to his passionate sermons throughout that country between
1838 and 1842, which caused many to take a pledge to abstain from
alcohol; over four million by 1841. The consumption of spirits was
said to have dropped approximately 50 percent within three years, in
view of Fr. Mathew’s efforts.

These same efforts were recognized in New Brunswick, with Fa-
ther James Dunphy, of St. Malachi’s Church, inaugurating the Catho-
lic Total Abstinence Relief Society in Saint John; beginning to take
pledges on February 7, 1841.

The principles of the society were, to provide aid to sick, impover-
ished, or distressed members, to bury those members who had died
without the necessary means to pay for a funeral, and, finally, to
attend the funerals of deceased members. Prospective members had
to be of good health, be not joining out of a desire to receive charity,
maintain the payment of whatever dues were mandated, and, above
all, maintain their pledge of sobriety.

On the Miramichi, the Roman Catholic Total Abstinence Associa-
tion was supported by Irish missionaries, specifically Father Michael
Egan and Father Richard Veriker, both of Kilkenny, Ireland.

The two priests had travelled from Ireland to New Brunswick in
1833, in response to a letter from Bishop Angus B. MacEachern, seek-
ing priests for the rapidly-growing Irish population of northern New
Brunswick.

Fr. Egan would make his home at St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson,
and, from there, would travel on foot, horseback, by canoe, or by
ship, to minister to the various areas under his charge, along the
Miramichi River.

Fr. Veriker joined him in 1838, after a period in St. Andrew’s. Much
was made of the vast quantities of alcohol imported into Miramichi in
these years — over 46 thousand gallons of rum, five thousand gallons
of gin and brandy, and nearly three thousand gallons of wine each
year. Nonetheless, in the first week of March 1841 alone, more than
eight hundred people took the Association’s pledge.

By March of 1842, 3,327 pledges had been made, and the society
organized a huge parade through the community on St. Patrick’s Day.

The day began with a celebratory cannon firing in Chatham, and
then mass at St. Michael’s Church.

The parade, with about 1,800 people in procession, began under the
Society’s flag, and was led by the Mi’gmaq, as the first people to live
on the Miramichi, carrying the banner of St. Anne.

Fr. Egan followed behind them, and was followed by 18 members
of the Chatham Amateur Band.  Then came the organizing commit-
tee, including Michael Dunne, Adam Keer, Peter Dunne, John Currie,
John Fitzpatrick, Pierre Butler, Terrance O’Neil, Thomas Dryman,
John Hamilton, John Dalton, and Richard Quigley.

Three hundred and twenty-five boys stood behind a banner read-

Irish missionaries preached total abstienence
ing, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it.”

Then a series of banners depicting Fr. Mathew administering the
pledge, St. Patrick in full robes, St. Andrew in purple robes and sup-
porting the white cross, and a drunk man reeling in a tavern, followed
by the mottoes, “We hail the auspicious day when temperance leads
the way,” “Long life to the man who gave the deathblow to intemper-
ance,” and “Temperance inhabits virtue, and suppresses vice.”

The procession toured Chatham before walking across the frozen
Miramichi River to Douglastown, and, from there, to Newcastle.

Finally, it crossed the
ice a second time, and
processed to St.
Patrick’s Church in Nel-
son. There, an address
was offered to Fr. Egan,
to which he warmly re-
plied.

When the procession
recommenced, three
cheers were given for the
Queen, St. Patrick,
Bishop McDonald, Fr.
Egan, Fr. Mathew, and
for the Chatham Amateur
Band. Then those assem-
bled proceeded back to
Chatham, offering three
cheers to the Mi’gmaq
delegation when its mem-
bers parted ways with
the procession in New-
castle, in order to continue upriver to their homes.

Sadly, this great celebration would prove to be a high-water mark
for the Society in Miramichi.

Later that same year, its support was invoked by politician John T.
Williston in the course of the so-called ‘Fighting Elections’ where
violence at the polls in 1842, and again during a by-election in 1843,
caused the death of one man, the injury of many more, and deeply
divided the community for decades.

The Great Famine in Ireland also had a damaging effect on the
movement internationally, rooted as it was in the work of Fr. Mathew.
He organized the collection and distribution of food, and spent £600 a
month in famine relief, while using his influence overseas in order to
obtain more support.

Fr. Egan would, with the appointment of Bishop James Rogers in
1860, take on a role more akin to that of a parish priest than a travel-
ling missionary.

The Total Abstinence Society would be reconstituted in Saint John
in 1872, under the guidance of Father Joseph Michaud, and would
continue its work.

In Miramichi, by 1880, Northumberland County had voted to im-
pose the restrictions of the Scott Act (or the Canada Temperance
Act), ushering in decades of civil strife as opposing viewpoints in the
community clashed over the illegality of beverage alcohol.

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Father Michael Egan (Knights of
Columbus Fr. Egan Council #8381 photo)
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Vatican releases suggestions for lengthier, revamped marriage preparation
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Saying "superficial" marriage preparation programs
leave many couples at risk of having invalid marriages or unprepared to
cope with the struggles that arise in every marriage, Pope Francis en-
dorsed suggestions for a yearlong "marriage catechumenate" drafted by
the Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life.

"With too superficial a preparation, couples run the real risk of having an
invalid marriage or one with such a weak foundation that it falls apart in a
short time and cannot withstand even the first inevitable crises. These
failures bring with them great suffering and leave deep wounds in people,"
the pope said.

The pope wrote the introduction to the dicastery's "Catechumenal Itin-
eraries for Married Life," a document released in Italian and Spanish by the
Vatican June 15.

Pope Francis said he hoped the document would be followed by an-
other providing guidance and clear suggestions for accompanying cou-
ples "who have experienced the failure of their marriages and live in a new
relationship or have been remarried civilly."

While providing guidance, the pope said, the document also must be
adapted for local situations and for the people involved. "It is an outfit that
must be 'made to measure' for the people who will wear it."

The document is not a marriage preparation course, the dicastery said,
but provides indications for launching "a catechumenal itinerary for mar-
ried life," designed to help young people understand the sacrament, pre-
pare engaged couples to celebrate their marriage and support newlyweds
in the first years of their married life.

In addition to general presentations to children and teens about marriage
as a vocation, the actual "marriage catechumenate" for couples should last
about a year and begin with a celebration or "rite of engagement," the
dicastery said. The second phase should include a few months of more
immediate preparation and a pre-wedding retreat just before the wedding.
The third phase of assisting newlyweds should last two or three years.

The parish pastoral team, it said, will have to be sensitive and discerning
in situations where the engaged persons or just one of them refuses to
participate in the catechumenate.

The dicastery suggested dioceses and eparchies first establish a "pilot
project" or consider the design of their marriage preparation itinerary to be
"experimental," with a fixed time for reviewing and making necessary
adjustments.

"The dwindling number of people, in general, getting married, but also
and especially the short duration of marriages, even sacramental ones, as
well as the problem of the validity of celebrated marriages, constitute an
urgent challenge, which puts at stake the fulfillment and happiness of so
many lay faithful in the world," the dicastery said, explaining why the
guidelines were necessary.

Citing calls in the church going back to the 1950s for a more serious
preparation to celebrate the sacrament of matrimony, the dicastery said
that, like with the preparation of adults for baptism, time and energy should
be devoted to helping couples prepare to live the Christian vocation of
marriage.

By speaking of a marriage "catechumenate," the dicastery said, it wanted
to make clear that the goal is not simply to pass on church teaching about
sexuality, marriage and married life -- although those are essential -- but to
help couples recognize and thrive in "the mystery of sacramental grace,
which belongs to them by virtue of the sacrament: to bring to life the
presence of Christ with them and among them."

After all, it said, for Catholics matrimony is not a one-day celebration,
but "it is a vocation, a journey to holiness that embraces one's entire life."

Just as preparations for living the vocations to priesthood or religious life
extend over time — years, not a few weeks — so should preparations for
the vocation of marriage, the document said.

While not presenting a complete curriculum, the dicastery said prepara-
tion should: last long enough to allow couples time for real reflection and
maturation; place faith and an encounter with Christ at the centre; be
"articulated in stages, marked — where possible and appropriate — by
rites of passage to be celebrated within the community"; and include "for-
mation, reflection, discussion, dialogue, liturgy, community, prayer and
celebrations."

"The marriage catechumenate is not preparation for passing an exam
but for living a life," it said, adding that the challenge can be greater in
countries where many, or even most, couples live together before mar-
riage.

The preparation should include encouraging couples to observe "pre-
marital chastity" so that rather than "becoming fixed on the physical
instrumentalization of the other," they focus on dialogue and getting to
know each other better, it said. "Even in the case of cohabiting couples, it
is never useless to speak of the virtue of chastity. This virtue teaches every
baptized person, in every condition of life, the right use of one's sexuality."

In most cases, the dicastery said, preparing for marriage will "require
gradualness, welcome and support, but also the witness of other Christian
spouses to welcome and be present along the way. Therefore, it is impor-
tant that more space be given in communities to the active presence of
spouses as spouses, as agents of marriage ministry, and not just as indi-
vidual believers."

The couples engaged in ministry need training and education, however,
the document said. "Some complex issues pertaining to marital sexuality
or openness to life — such as responsible parenting, artificial insemination,
prenatal diagnosis and other bioethical issues — have strong ethical, rela-
tional and spiritual repercussions for spouses and require specific forma-
tion and clarity."

Getting to know the couples and their beliefs is crucial, the document
said.

"In the event that they explicitly and formally reject what the church
intends to accomplish when celebrating marriage, the couple cannot be
admitted to the sacramental celebration," it said. However, if there is an
"imperfect disposition," they can be married, but the priest and couples
charged with ministry to families must follow up and help them grow in
faith and their understanding of what the church teaches.§

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis touches the hands of a newly
married couple. The Dicastery for Laity, the Family and Life
has released guidelines and suggestions for a revamped
marriage preparation (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Obituaries

(continued from page 8)
prevention. The idea is to work with those at risk of trafficking and
sexploitation before they become entrenched. A trauma therapist as
well as a support worker works with these young people and their
families. The program, Ms. Neubauer says, has been very effective.

Sr. Brown currently sits on several sex-trafficking advocacy com-
mittees including the Canadian Council of Churches’ committee on
sexual exploitation, the Vancouver Coalition Against Sexual Exploita-
tion and the Archdiocese of Vancouver anti-human trafficking com-
mittee. The exiting process from the world of trafficking is very
difficult because of the manipulative techniques that traffickers use.

It takes at least six attempts for a woman to leave a trafficking
situation and when she does, having a safe and supportive place to go
is essential, says Sr. Brown. The road to recovery does come with an
intense amount of healing and personal empowerment, but it is possi-
ble.

“The way out is building that self-confidence, building that self-
esteem,” said Sr. Brown.§

Combatting trafficking
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DUPLISEA, JAMES ALBERT ‘Al’ — It is with sadness that the
family of James “Al” Duplisea, loving husband to Hilda, announce his
peaceful passing on June 16, 2022, at Rocmaura Nursing Home.
Born on January 8, 1936, in Enniskillen, NB, he was a son of the late
Jean (Murray) and James Duplisea.

Al will be lovingly remembered by his wife of  60 years, Hilda; his
two sons, Jim (Kelly) of Saint John, NB and Jack (Brenda) of Hali-
fax, NS; one daughter, Sherry Ingersoll (Mike) of Saint John, NB;
grandchildren, Jonathan, Joel, Jeremy, Josh, Devyn and Shaelynn;
great-grandchildren, Vayda, Kiki, Madeleine, Oliver, Sebastien and Julia;
brother, Jack Duplisea (Teresa).

In addition to his parents, Al was also predeceased by his sisters,
Rose Hebert and Kay Martin; as well as grandson, Jonathan
Ingersoll.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius
X), Saint John. Intermentin St. Ignatius Cemetery at Petersville
Hill.

BONNELL,MAUREEN FRANCES JOSEPHINE — Surrounded
by her loving family, Maureen Frances Josephine Bonnell (nee
Coughlan), March 23, 1943, of Saint John, passed away June 13,
2022.

She was born in Saint John to the late Harold and Mary Ann
Coughlan. She married the late Donald Allison Bonnell in 1968.

Maureen is survived by four children: Maura (Bob) Tait; Mary
(Tim) Chaisson; Donald (Allison) Bonnell and Sarah (Justin) Basha

all of Quispamsis. As Grammie,
she is also survived by 12 grand-
children: Ben, Martha and Tho-
mas Tait; Max, Cole and Maren
Chaisson; Evin, Nick, Elizabeth
and Jane Bonnell and Greyer and
Christian Basha. Maureen will
be deeply missed by her siblings
Joe (Joan) Coughlan, Elaine
(Larry) Batt, Veronica (Joe)
Murphy and the late Harold
(Sue) Coughlan.  Many nieces
and nephews have fond memo-

ries of times spent with Aunt Maureen. Maureen was also blessed
later in life to enjoy the companionship of Richard Arseneault.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held from the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Saint Jphn. The burial followed at St. Joseph’s Cem-
etery, Saint John.

DIBBLEE-WLENER, EDNA ANNE — Edna Dibblee-Wellner
passed away peacefully at Rocmaura Nursing Home on Tuesday,
March 17, 2020 at the age of 103.  She was born in Legaceville,
NB.  Edna was the loving wife of Louis Dibblee (1965) and three
years with William Wellner (1984). She was the daughter of the
late Bernard (1957) and Elizabeth (Savoie) Roy (1918).

Edna was predeceased by her parents and her brother Amadee
Roy (2019). Edna is survived by her son Randy (Mary Lynn
McCourt) Dibblee, Bonshaw, PEI; daughter Karen (Michael) Gal-
loway, Wallaceburg, ON; son Daryl (Bernice Blake) Dibblee, Saint
John.  There are seven grandchildren and eight great grandchil-
dren, as well as several nieces and nephews. Her sister, Irene
Eason, lives in Toronto, at age 104.

Arrangements were entrusted to Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated rom the Virgin's
Chapel in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John
with burial in St. Joseph's Cemetery, Saint John.

DEBOW, ROVERT ‘Bob’ WILLIAM — It is with profound
sadness that the family of Robert “Bob” William DeBow announce
his sudden passing on Saturday, June 4, 2022, in Sarnia, Ontario.
Born in Saint John, NB on May 31,1967, he was the son of Bill
and Andrea (nee Caissie) DeBow.

Besides his parents, Bob is survived by his brother Dan (Barb), his
sister Brenda Reid, nieces Caissie and Emilie and nephew Jakob, as
well as many aunts, uncles and cousins. He was pre-deceased by his
brother-in-law Gordon Reid. Bob will be forever remembered by Lisa.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John . A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Redeemer Parish
(St. Plus X), Saint John. Cremation followed.§
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Peru's bishops demand Canadian mining action
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

After 14 deaths at one mine with Canadian connections and a pat-
tern of corruption and abuses across the country, Peru’s bishops are
asking Canada’s government and its vast mining industry to do some-
thing to protect Indigenous people and poor farmers who often suf-
fer when mines move into their neighbourhood.

“In the Calpa Mine there is no law and life is worth nothing,”
Caravelí Bishop Reinaldo Nann wrote in a June 3 Facebook post,
mourning 14 lives lost in gun battles at the Intigold mine in a re-
mote desert community in southern Peru.

Until October 23, 2020 Intigold was listed on the TSX Venture
Exchange. It has since changed its name to Cabri Resources Inc.,
headquartered in Vancouver, and gone private.

The murky corporate ownership has left Nann scratching his
head over who is responsible for cutting deals with groups of
artisanal miners who are now fighting each other over the right to
dig up gold on Intigold’s property.

But the problem goes beyond just this one mine, according to
Chuquibamba Bishop Jorge Izaguirre Rafael. In an open letter to
the Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada [PDAC],
the president of the Peruvian Bishops’ Commission on Social Ac-
tion demands that Canadian miners and the Canadian government
come up with a system that prevents reckless investment that
steamrolls over Indigenous and peasant communities.

“We consider it essential that countries move from voluntary
compliance regimes towards adopting the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil’s proposed, legally binding instrument on transnational corpo-
rations and human rights,” Bishop Izaguirre wrote in his June 10
letter.

Bishop Izaguirre is hoping Canada passes Bill C-262, a private
member’s bill that would enshrine due diligence on human rights
in Canadian investment law.

“We welcome this initiative
with faith and hope,” Bishop
Izaguirre said.

The Liberal government has
backed a Senate bill, S-211,
which would require compa-
nies to report on the risks of
forced labour and environ-
mental damage in their supply
chains. Canada’s Catholic de-
velopment agency, Develop-
ment and Peace-Caritas
Canada, opposes S-211 on the
grounds it lacks penalties for
corporations who fail to act on
violations of labour and envi-
ronmental rights.

The PDAC claims it is do-
ing what it can to promote re-
sponsible mining “as a not-
for-profit organization repre-
senting more than 6,000 mem-
bers.” PDAC spokesperson
Kristy Kenny told The Catho-

lic Register the association has provided input on Bill C-262 and is
promoting a framework of best practices for miners it calls “e3
Plus.”

“We welcome all perspectives and believe that individuals and
groups deserve to have their viewpoints heard,” Ms. Kenny said
in an email. “Therefore, we encourage stakeholders to participate
in the PDAC Convention, alongside industry and government, in
both our Indigenous and sustainability programs.”

On June 13 Development and Peace activists went to the con-
vention as protesters, demanding due diligence legislation with
teeth. The basic problem is “corporate greed, bad regulatory prac-
tices, not enough regulatory practices,” said Development and
Peace member Emily Briggson.

Representing Pax Christi among about 100 protesters outside
the convention hall, Sister Mary Ellen Francoeur said the Cana-
dian government and Canadian miners hadn’t done enough.

“Sometimes they’ve got the words and even the policy, but it’s
the actions,” Sr. Francoeur said.

While it may seem that gun battles in a dusty town in Peru are a
problem for Peruvian police, it’s Canadian investments that are
fuelling the violence, said Development and Peace Latin America
program co-ordinator Mary Durran.

“There needs to be mechanisms by which mining companies
are being held responsible in their home countries, because too
often the host countries are not equipped to deal with these kinds
of mines,” she said. “Here’s one good example — 14 people dead
in the last few days.”

According to Bishop Izaguirre, an April 2022 report found that
41 per cent of 209 registered social conflicts in Peru are related to
mining.

“Between 2004 and 2019, such socio-environmental conflicts
left at least 48 people dead, with those responsible mostly enjoy-
ing impunity,” the bishop wrote.§
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